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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

I am writing in support of extending the right to a Civil Partnership to the heterosexual 
community.  
 
I would like to make the point that as long as the Scottish Government stops 
heterosexual people from entering into a Civil Partnership, then it is guilty of the same 
prejudice and persecution that homosexuals had to face before they were given this 
right. By giving homosexuals the right to a Civil Partnership, but not heterosexuals, 
you have not moved forward one inch towards a fair, just and tolerant society where 
people are allowed to be different. All you have done is shift those prejudices and that 
intolerance of a different way of living onto a different group. Only, this group 
constitutes 90% of the population.  
 
The institution of marriage was appropriate for a world where people believed in the 
authority of the church and also that women were the property of men to be traded 
and swapped as they saw fit. We no longer live in that world. Most of us don’t go to 
church anymore and most of us do believe in gender equality. As such, the days of 
having our relationships ratified by the church (since marriage has its origins in 
religious subservience) and the days of viewing half of the population as ‘property’ to 
be traded by the other half, are long gone. Fathers shouldn’t ‘give away’ their 
daughters to the most interested party and husbands shouldn’t expect women to give 
up their names and take the one they are given by their master, as they would to a 
dog. It is a relic of a bygone era that no longer exists and we should move with the 
times. We need an alternative to marriage that shows equal respect to people of no 
religious belief and also to people's modern views of women and gender equality.   
 
This is why I encourage you to extend the right to a Civil Partnership to the 
heterosexual community.  
 
 


